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Average winter loss suffered by beekeepers who had different 
beekeeping management philosophies between April and March.  
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 Beekeepers that chose to only use natural products in their operations lost 
more overwintering colonies than those who preferred to use natural products, 
or were willing to use anything in their colonies. 
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 Total Number of  
Respondents Providing  
Valid Responses 

Total Number of 
Colonies Managed 

Average Colony Loss Percentage of respondents in 
different operation size 
classifications who indicated a 
particular management philosophy  

   Mean(%) [Lower, Upper] 
CI 

Backyard Sideliner Commercial 

No non-bee derived 
products 

211 1,740 
41%[36%,46%] 

 
3.5% 2.9% 0.0% 

Only natural products 1,113 11,258 
45%[43%,48%] 

 
18.4% 14.8% 1.1% 

Prefer natural 
products 

2,206 95,658 
41%[39%,42%] 

 
36.1% 28.2% 27.3% 

Use anything 440 207,433 
38%[35%,41%] 

 
6.5% 15.3% 30.7% 

Other 2,210 191,712 
46%[45%,48%] 

 
35.6% 38.8% 40.9% 
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This information is for educational purposes only. References to commercial products or trade names do not imply endorsement by the Bee 

Informed Partnership or its members. The results presented here are the summary of the population who responded. The sample may not be 

representative of the beekeeping population at large. These results simply highlight differences in the sample population. The results cannot 

be considered conclusive, causative, protective, or attest to product efficacy or lack of efficacy. 
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